Syncope
In which the pulsations of the heart cease, before the action of the re^ spiratory organs.
The heart may cease to beat either from organic lesions in its own structure, or in that of its vessels; or from being sympathetically affected by injuries in other parts ; or from the operation of certain poisons ; or from a shock of the general nervous system, as experienced in paroxysms of certain passions.
In ordinary fainting, it is evident that some slight and feeble motions of the heart still continue, although insufficient to produce a sensible pulsation in the more distant arteries; and where this has continued for an unusual period, and the respiration has been so obscure as to escape common observation, the phenomenon has been eagerly seized by the admirers of the marvellous, and credulity has attached to its history, It has been said that a position, different from that which we have just described, will take place where the person has been strangled, and the body then thrown into the water; for, in this latter case, it is contended that the lungs will be distended with air, and that, consequently, the sustaining power must be in the thorax. In support of this opinion, the story of the appearance of Caraccioli, admiral of the Neapolitan navy, has been ingeniously adduced. This unfortunate man was hanged in pursuance of the sentence of a court-martial, and his body was com* mitted to the deep in the usual manner; thirteen days after which, while the King of Sicily was walking on the deck of Lord Nelson's ship, he suddenly exclaimed, with a yell of horror, " Vien! Viene!" The admiral's corpse, breast high, was seen floating towards the ship; tha Medico-Chirurgical Transactions of Edinburgh. SQO shot that had been attached to the feet, for the purpose of sinking it, not being sufficiently lieavv. This may, perhaps, be explained by supposing that the corpse was stiff before it was immersed ; in which case, the centre of gravity being exceedingly low, on account of the shot tied to the feet, he must have floated upright, wherever the buoyant power from generated air might be situated. At all events, we feel no hesitation in at once rejecting the proposition, in support of which it has been brought forward. The fact is that, in relation to gaseous contents, the lungs are the same in strangled as in drowned persons; for in both casep a quantity of air is forcibly expelled from theui before dissolution.
